Review on 

The Lord of the Rings, The fellowship of the ring

I have read the book “Lord of the Rings; The Fellowship of the Ring”, written by J.R.R Tolkien. This is the best I have ever read. I also think that Tolkien is the best writer. 

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was born in the end of the 1900-century in South Africa, but his family moved to England while he was still very young. Both his parents died early, and from the age of 12, he was raised by a monk. After the First World War, in which he took part for some time, he began writing. His first “real” book was published in 1939, and its title was “The Hobbit. The book became a bestseller and so he began to work on his huge masterpiece, “The Lord of the Rings”.  But it took him nearly twenty years to finish this trilogy, and meanwhile, he also worked as a professor and teacher at the university. The book I read was the first one, published in 1954. 

Tolkien died 1973, at the age of 81. Behind him, Tolkien left a new ganger, the fantasy book. 

Almost all fantasy writers, I believe, are inspired of Tolkiens books, and many people say that “The Lord of the Rings” is the base for the modern fantasy books.
The story is about the little Hobbit, Frodo, who is the owner of a magical ring. The dark Lord Sauron, who reigns in Mordor, land of darkness, needs this ring to capture the world. Sauron forged the ring but lost it in combat and for many generations it was just gone. A Friend of Frodo, the wizard Gandalf, discovers the real identity of the ring, just before Sauron found were it were. Now, Frodo and his best friends Sam and Pippin, must travel through all the dangers and fear, right through the wilderness, and destroy the ring right in the heart of Mordor, where it was forged, once. Sauron has his watching eye, his dark riders and his ally, the wizard, Saruman, but Frodo has his courage and the Fellowship of the Ring, a group of good people ready to die for the mission of Frodo.

The person I liked most in the book was the Hobbit, Frodo Baggins. Like all other Hobbits, he likes good food, a beer and lying in the grass with a pipe, just enjoying the good things of life. But all this turns upside down, when Gandalf finds out about the ring. Hobbits are brave creatures, and Frodo doesn’t hesitate on going to Mordor, though I think that in his heart, he really wants to stay back his homeland, The Shire.

Frodo is short, but a little taller than most Hobbits. He has brown hair and big, blue eyes. But his appearance I think I’ve got from the film, which is right now in the cinemas. I almost like the film as much as the books. 

It’s fascinating to meet with all the creatures that Tolkien “invented” in his book: Elves, Dwarfs, Hobbits, Orcs, Trolls, Humans and so on. And they have names like I’ve never seen in any books before;

“Only once before I have seen them from afar in walking life, but I know them and their names, for under them lies kazad-dûm, the dwarrowdelf, that is now called the black pit, Moria in Elvish tongue. Yonder stands Barazinbar, the Redhorn, cruel Caradhras; and beyond him are Silvertine and Cloudyhead. Celebdil the White, and Fanuidhol the Grey, that we call Zirakzigil and Bundushathûr”  – Gandalf Talking.

There’s only one book that I know about that has more names. That is “Silmarillion”, also written by Tolkien. 

The English language is of course a bit difficult, with all these names and places, but you get used to it. There is no chance that you will remember them all anyway. For me, it also helped that I had read it in Swedish before. So, I knew a bit about the characters and the story.

The story takes place in the fictive land, “Middle-Earth” and is dated back to the Middle Ages, with castles and swords, and all what that means. In this land all sorts of creatures live. Hobbits are living in Shire. Elves are found in the deep and beautiful woodlands. Dwarfs are living in the mines of Moria, and the evil Orcs live in the dark land of Mordor. In fact Sauron with help of Saruman can really produce new Orcs, giving them birth in burning wells. 

I think I’ve never seen a writer describe the environments like Tolkien does. You really feel that you are a part of the book, when you read it. Like this, when Frodo is listening to music, played by the elves. 

“At first the beauty of the melodies and the interwoven words in elven tounges, even though he understood them little, held him in spell as soon as he began to attend to them. Almost it seemed that the words took shape, and visions of far lands and bright things that he had never yet imagined opened out before him; and the firelit hall became like a golden mist above the seas of foam that sighed upon the margins of the world. Then the enchantment became more and more dreamlike, until he felt that an endless river of swelling gold and silver was flowing over him, too multitudinous for its pattern to be comprehended; it became part of the throbbing air about him, and drenched and drowned him. Swiftly sank under its shining weight into a deep realm of sleep.”

It’s so wonderful to read when there are parts of the book like this. You can also understand why it took so many years for Tolkien to complete the books.

Like I said before, I’ve never read a better book. I really can’t find the words to the describe it, wonderful, excellent, magnificent. No. I don’t think that there are words good enough. Simply “The Best”.

Still, I would recommend some patience, because the beginning is really a bit slow, and it takes some time before you are in. But if you only manage to read the first 100 pages, you start understanding what it is all about, and you can’t stop reading. But if you read it in English, you’d better be keen on the language, for there are many foreign words.
